
 

Third Annual “Hindu Heritage Day”                                

Attracts 1,500 Registered Attendees 

The New Jersey Chapter of the VHPA held its third annual “Hindu Heritage Day” (HHD) on 

Saturday, June 16, 2018 at the Hindu Community Center in Kearny, NJ, from 12 - 6 PM. 

HHD is a spectacular festival organized by the VHPA (World Hindu Council of America) to 

celebrate the diverse cultural heritage of the Indian community in the US. The festival 

incorporates a fusion of music, dance, food and cultural activities from different regions of 

India. The family-friendly festival was themed “Glimpses of the States of India”.  

The event was a great success. Local vendors and sponsors enjoyed the community exposure, 

and attendees commented that program was engaging and well-run. Over 80 volunteers joined 

forces with the core Planning Committee to run the event smoothly and without a hitch. It was 

a family-friendly event that included a poster competition, cultural program, children’s quiz, as 

well as games & other activities throughout the afternoon. 

The popularity of this event has been growing tremendously over the past few years, from 

several hundred community members its first year to almost 1,500 registered attendees this 

year.  

The main attractions were the Cultural Program, Poster Competition, Bala Games and Quiz 

Competition. The cultural program included youth performances in music, dance, and theatre.   

Poster Competition was introduced in the Hindu Heritage Day for the first time. It was a 

complete success, with 26 beautifully-designed entries on the States of India. Cash prizes from 

$75 to $500 were awarded to the posters rated highest by judges.  

In addition, Bala-Games were held for the kids. There was also a Quiz Competition held for the 

children to demonstrate their knowledge of Hindu history. 

For the family, there were photo booths with beautiful backdrops of the States of India that 

provide a unique “selfie” opportunity. Another significant part of the event was the exposition, 

which features the perspective of famous Hindu figures on several universal topics. Thought-



provoking articles provided in our complimentary souvenir booklet. Each article explained some 

aspect of Hindu history-- these topics have ranged from the origin of the word “India” to a 

meditation guide. 

“VHPA wants to provide today’s youth with a platform to exhibit their talent and skills, and 

connect these second-generation youth and their families with their rich heritage,” says Brahm 

Sharma, President of the NJ Chapter. Arun Joshi, Secretary of the NJ Chapter, adds, “By making 

HHD an annual event, we want to help the public understand cherished Hindu values and 

different aspects of the vibrant Indian tradition.” Jai Bansal, the Chapter Treasurer feels that 

the Hindu Heritage Day provides an excellent opportunity for our children to develop deeper 

understanding of their heritage through activities like the Poster Competition in a fun-filled 

atmosphere.    

In the future, the organizers of this event look to bring an even more diverse crowd to the 

event, especially youth and those curious about Hinduism. They will expand the event to 

include more activities and attractions, while inviting more youth to perform in the cultural 

program and to volunteer at the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VHPA is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit and volunteer-based charitable 

organization. It was founded to address the needs of the Hindu society, and 

to network with other such organizations as well as humanitarian causes 

worldwide. It is open to all members of the community and welcomes a 

diversity of attendees to Hindu Heritage Day.  


